
TO THE FAMILIES OF THE NEXT VICTIMS: REMEMBER THIS ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE BANKS KNOW IT WILL HAPPEN AND THEY ARE NOT CHANGING THE WAY THEY DO BUSINESS.

IT HAS BEEN THIS WAY FOR 46 YEARS AND IT SHOULD HAVE STOPPED A LONG TIME AGO.

A year ago, a young woman named Amy Lord was murdered. Politicians jumped in front of the cameras and 
loudly proclaimed that they were going to fix the ATM crime problem. Senator Brian Joyce’s Senate Bill 1912 
gained new life. (His bills on ATM safety standards have been proposed each session for 15 years.) That bill is 
now in the “study committee” which means it is no longer being debated and will not be called for a vote. When 
the current session ends, so does the bill. This is starting to look like a song and dance routine to keep the public 
mollified and the banking industry protected. It’s very similar to what has happened all over the country. 

Over a year ago, I informed each member of the Boston City Council and all of the Senators and 
Representatives who signed on to Senate Bill 1912 that what was needed is official data on how many times per 
year a person is murdered for their ATM card and PIN. Publication of that data would force the banking industry 
to institute changes on their own. 

Bill Linehan who made so much noise about Amy’s death is now the president of the City Council. Stephen 
Murphy, Ayanna Presley, Salvatore LaMattina, Frank Baker, Charles Yancey, Timothy McCarthy, Matt 
O’Malley, Tito Jackson and Mark Clommo have all known about this since I told them about it right after Amy’s 
murder. The City Council could have just ordered the police department to collect the data about murders, 
abductions, rapes, robberies, home invasions and carjackings and release that information to the public. It’s a 
simple computer search. They have not. The same is true on the state level. Brian A. Joyce, Gale D. Candaras, 
Claire D. Cronin, Ruth B. Balser, Kay Khan, Cory Atkins, Susan Williams Gifford, Linda Dorcena Forry, Bruce 
J. Ayers, Lori A. Ehrlich, Brian M. Ashe, Michael F. Rush, Kevin G. Honan, James R. Miceli, Michael J. Finn, 
Sal N. DiDomenico, Robert M. Koczera, Marcos A. Devers, Joan B. Lovely were all informed how to get the 
data. They have access because of their official positions to get the statewide data. The police don’t give it out to 
the public because they don’t track it. Last month, a full page ad in this newspaper informed the world what was 
going on, and still the information remains buried in the files. 

This is the same song and dance that politicians have played out all over the country ever since the ATM was 
introduced 46 years ago. The body count now numbers in the thousands. 
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THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN “CORPORATIONS ARE PEOPLE.”

WHEN “CORPORATIONS ARE PEOPLE” REAL PEOPLE SUFFER
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